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Introduction Letter from the Chair

Dear Delegates,

Welcome to PEAMUN XIV, our first conference taken in person after two years since

the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. My name is Nhan Phan, and I am thrilled to be

the chair of this committee alongside my vice-chair, Grady Larson. Together, we look

forward to a fun day of debate, negotiation, and diplomacy!

We have chosen to do a semi-fictional Specialized committee on Hong Kong this year

because more now than ever, the importance of Hong Kong plays a major role in geopolitics.

Hence, we have designed this committee to be a test of delegates’ ability to think creatively

and quickly as well as their ability to negotiate with other delegates in order to reach a

compromise while under immense pressure. With that said, we have also designed this

committee to be a fun experience for beginner and intermediate delegates who may be joining

their first-ever Model UN conference. Delegates should expect to respond quickly to “crisis”

updates that will move the committee forward and collaborate with others to create directives

and propose solutions to the ongoing events happening in Hong Kong.

Delegates should note that the committee will start in 2019, in the midst of the

2019-2020 Hong Kong protests. Delegates should conduct careful research into the causes of

the demonstrations, past protests in Hong Kong, and all relevant historical contexts needed to

best inform them about the current situation. Delegates should also research their country’s

stance on the Hong Kong crisis by assessing their international ties with Hong Kong, as well

as China. Delegates who may be joining Model UN for the first time should also research

parliamentary procedures before the conference; they may also refer to the “Note on

Committee Direction” section to find more specific information pertaining to this committee.

Questions before, during, and after the committee are always welcome! Please feel free to

contact me at nphan@exeter.edu and my vice-chair Grady at glarson@exeter.edu!

Grady and I are so excited to meet you during the conference and we hope that this

committee will be a fun, memorable, and exciting experience for you all. See you soon!

Best,

Nhan Phan
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Context and Past Events

Sino-British Joint Declaration

After the Second World War, Britain chose to continue to rule over Hong Kong for

strategic and military reasons. The political instability in Mainland China, particularly the

civil war between the Nationalist and Communist armies, after the Second World War caused

an influx of mainland residents to move into Hong Kong. Under British control, Hong Kong

was beginning its period of revival. During the period from the 1950s to the 1970s, the

British government improved the general working and living conditions in Hong Kong by

proposing new legislation that improved labor rights, housing, as well as public works, and

infrastructure. During this period of time, Hong Kong’s industries thrived; though a brief
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market collapse in 1973 paused Hong Kong’s growth, the economy resumed its growth in the

years that followed.1

In the mid-1970s, the question of the future of Hong Kong began to surface as, per the

terms of a previous agreement signed between the British and Chinese governments, the

control of the British on Hong Kong was set to expire in 1997. Hence, in 1984, the

Sino-British Joint Declaration was signed by both parties. Essentially, this declaration was the

UK’s transfer of authority over Hong Kong to China, making it a Special Administrative

Region. The declaration features the “one country, two systems” principle. According to the

UK House of Commons Library, “The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) will

be directly under the authority of the People’s Republic of China but will enjoy a ‘high

degree of autonomy’ and its social and economic systems and lifestyle will remain

unchanged for fifty years.”2 This agreement is set to expire in 2047.

Hong Kong Basic Laws

The terms of the aforementioned Sino-British Joint Declaration state that the policies

of the declaration will be clearly stipulated in the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region (HKSAR). In 1990, the Basic Law was adopted by the Seventh

National People's Congress of the People’s Republic of China; it was put into effect in 1997.

The Basic Law describes the mechanisms and structures to be practiced within the HKSAR

government. It also outlines numerous aspects of Hong Kong society. The first several

clauses establish that Hong Kong is an “inalienable part” of the People’s Republic of China,

as well as outline what Hong Kong is entitled to: this includes “executive, legislative, and

2 Brook-Holland, Louisa. “Hong Kong: The Joint Declaration - House of Commons Library.” Accessed June 25, 2022.
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8616/.

1 “Contemporary Hong Kong.” Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, inc. Accessed June 25, 2022.
https://www.britannica.com/place/Hong-Kong/Contemporary-Hong-Kong.
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independent judicial power,” freedom from the socialist way of life, the resumption of the

social status quo, and the rights for the Hong Kong legislature to maintain the common law,

etc.3

How does the Hong Kong government work?

According to the Basic Law, the Hong Kong government is led by a Chief Executive

as well as a representative body called the Executive Council and an independent judiciary.

The Chief Executive is essentially the head of Hong Kong, who has the obligation to

maintain the implementation of the Basic Law as well as making policy decisions. The

Executive Council is consisted of about 37 members (21 principal officials and 16

non-official members), all of whom are appointed by the Chief Executive. The Legislative

Council is the lawmaking body of Hong Kong. The 90 members within this committee

focuses on policy that governs budget, public issues, and political appointments. Finally, the

Judiciary is the independent body from the government which ensures that Hong Kong

follows the common system of law.4

2014 Umbrella Movement

From September to December 2014, a series of protests and demonstrations called the

Umbrella Movement occurred in Hong Kong; the name came from the spectacle of protesters

opening umbrellas to shield themselves from pepper spray and tear gas. The protests began as

a result of a failure to enact universal suffrage that was promised to the Hong Kong people in

the Basic Law.

4 GovHK. “GovHK: Government Structure.” GovHK 香港政府一站通, June 30, 2022.
https://www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govstructure.htm.

3 “The Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China.” Accessed June 25,
2022. https://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/103944/126590/F-1433239456/CHN103944.pdf.
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According to reporting from business news organization Quartz, in August 2014,

“Beijing promised that all eligible voters can vote in 2017, but only for two or three

candidates who had been nominated by more than half of a 1,200-person nominating

committee, most likely similar to the one that at present chooses the chief executive. That is

made up of people who disproportionately represent business elites and other groups close to

Beijing.”5 Hence, the people of Hong Kong saw this as a hollow promise. When Beijing had

made the announcement, the demonstrations already began.

Late September 2014, a strike was led by students to protest the Hong Kong

Congress’s decision and just days later, the Hong Kong Federation of Students started

protesting outside government buildings. According to an article by the BBC, students

gathered around 2:00PM Hong Kong time for a sit-in demonstration at the Chinese

University of Hong Kong. Over 400 academic staff were also joining the demonstrations with

the students and over 13,000 students gathered for the start of the boycott.6 Over the next

several days, the protests escalated city-wide. Joshua Wong, the leader of the group

Schloarism, and Nathan Law led 100 protesters to Civic Square, a public space near

government facilities that was recently closed, on September 26. Wong was sprayed with

pepper spray and was immediately arrested; the rest of the protesters were forcefully removed

away by police.7 Over the next several days, the police used pepper spray on crowds that

gathered outside the Legislative Council. As the police were making their clearances, they

arrested 61 people - 48 men, 13 women - for “forcible entry into government premises and

7 Jacobs, Harrison. “Report: Hong Kong's 17-Year-Old 'Extremist' Student Leader Arrested during Massive Democracy
Protest.” Business Insider. Business Insider, September 26, 2014.
https://www.businessinsider.com/joshua-wong-reportedly-arrested-in-hong-kong-2014-9.

6 “Thousands of Hong Kong Students Start Week-Long Boycott.” BBC News. BBC, September 22, 2014.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-29306128.

5 Lahiri, Tripti. “A Refresher Course on Hong Kong's 2014 Umbrella Movement.” Quartz. Accessed June 26, 2022.
https://qz.com/1714897/what-was-hong-kongs-umbrella-movement-about/.
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unlawful assembly.”8 By the end of 27 September, the assembly was cleared. This was only a

precursor to the Occupy movement that was about to begin.

The name “Occupy Central” came from the parts of Hong Kong that protesters had

taken over for over two months, October to December. On September 28, Benny Tai, one of

the main founders of the Occupy Central with Love and Peace (OCLP) announced the

beginning of the protests. Protests then immediately escalated citywide; protesters had

paralyzed Admiralty, Causeway Bay and Mong Kok.

After a September full of protests, by October 2, protesters encircled the Central

Government Headquarters. Giving in, the Hong Kong government responded to the demands

of the protesters; Carrie Lam agreed to talk with the student leaders about political reform.9

During that period of time, violence erupted throughout Hong Kong as anti-Occupy activists

attacked suffragists while tearing down so-called “Occupy cities,” which composed of tents

and barricades erected by Occupy activists days earlier to camp overnight. Journalists were

attacked with tear gas and pepper spray (either purposefully or inadvertently), student

protesters were hit with projectiles, and the anti-riot police tactics were getting increasingly

aggressive. Just several days later, Lam backtracked on her promise and canceled the

scheduled meeting with student leaders. According to the Washington Post, she explained,

“We cannot accept the linking of illegal activities to whether or not to talk.” The next day,

thousands more protesters reinforced “Occupy” city and flocked to the streets; the protests

were renewed, with greater strength.10

10 Denyer, Simon. “Hong Kong Government Backs out of Talks; Students Vow Renewed Protests.” The Washington Post.
WP Company, October 9, 2014.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/hong-kong-government-backs-out-of-talks-students-vow-new-protests/
2014/10/09/db79d8fe-4fb6-11e4-babe-e91da079cb8a_story.html.

9 “Hong Kong Leader Opens Talks with Protesters.” The Wall Street Journal. Dow Jones & Company, October 3, 2014.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/hong-kong-protesters-consider-escalating-actions-1412229794.

8 7thSpace. Police arrest 61 people for unlawful assembly. Accessed June 26, 2022.
https://web.archive.org/web/20141006093841/http://7thspace.com/headlines/488827/police_arrest_61_people_for_unlawful
_assembly.html.
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Later in October, anti-Occupy protesters began to storm the headquarters of Apple

Daily and accused the independent media site of biased reporting. According to reporting

from Apple Daily, which is now no longer available after its shutting down in 2021, the

protesters blocked the loading of paper copies of its newspaper, as well as the New York

Times onto delivery vans.

There was also an accusation that the Hong Kong police were using triads, organized

crime gangs, to clear up the crowds of protesters. According to the reporting from The

Guardian, the deputy chairman of the Hong Kong Legislative Council’s security panel, James

To, accused the government of using “organised, orchestrated forces and even triad gangs in

[an] attempt to disperse citizens…”11 This accusation comes amidst allegations of police

brutality; other protesters’ recounts corroborated To’s claim.

Early November, Carrie Lam ceased dialogue with the protesters, warning that the

police will “give full assistance, including making arrests where necessary” to clear the

protest sites.12 The protesters initially gave in to injunctions granted to public transit

companies and clear the “Occupy” cities built on roads. The Occupy demonstrations partially

de-escalated. However, on 19 November, protesters of a group named Civic Passion broke

into a side-entrance of the Legislative Council Complex; this demonstration was condemned

by Occupy Central. According to the BBC, student leader Lester Shum, from the Hong Kong

Federation of Students, told the Associated Foreign Press, “It's not something we like to see...

We call on occupiers to stick firm to peaceful and non-violent principles and be a responsible

participant of the umbrella movement.”13 However, the protests did cease. On 25 September,

13 “Protesters Clash with Police at Hong Kong Legislature.” BBC News. BBC, November 19, 2014.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-30110276.

12 “Hong Kong Protesters Face Arrest after Court Rules on Evictions.” The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, November
11, 2014. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/11/hong-kong-protesters-face-arrest-court-ruling.

11 Branigan, Tania. “Hong Kong Legislator Says Government Using Triads against Protesters.” The Guardian. Guardian
News and Media, October 4, 2014.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/oct/04/hong-kong-legislator-accuses-government-triads-against-protesters.
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a confrontation between the protesters and police occurred in Mong Kok occurred. Shum and

Wong were both detained; all arrested were subject to an exclusion zone established around

Mong Kok station.14 Mong Kok station entered into the spotlight as the Hong Kong public

were angry about the police handling of the protest clearances that happened earlier in

November. 4,000 armed police personnel were deployed near to the station in fear of

re-occupation. Just shortly after the deployment, large crowds began to congregate around the

station; armed riot police wrestled protesters to the ground. By the end of November, the

police brutality and handling of the clearances prompted the crowd to re-surround

government facility buildings.

In December, the leaders of the Occupy movement turned themselves in to the police

- and were set free without charges - and urged occupiers to leave amidst safety concerns of

the police’s escalation of force.15 The police subsequently then set a deadline for protesters to

disperse the occupied areas. 209 protesters who declined to leave were arrested.16

Mid-December, the police had cleared the last protesters and their camps at Causeway Bay.

This marked the end of the 2014 Umbrella Movement.

16 “Hong Kong Protests: Arrests as Admiralty Site Is Cleared.” BBC News. BBC, December 11, 2014.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-30426346.

15 “Police Let Occupy Organisers Walk Away without Charge after They Turn Themselves In.” South China Morning Post,
June 20, 2018.
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1654634/police-let-occupy-organisers-walk-away-without-charge-after-they-
turn.

14 Chu, Julie. “Scholarism's Joshua Wong Released at High Court Judge's Instruction.” South China Morning Post, August
18, 2017.
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1603471/scholarisms-joshua-wong-released-high-court-judges-instruction.
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2017 Imprisonment of Joshua Wong, Alex Chow, and Nathan Law

Wong, Chow, and Law were the three Hong Kong pro-democracy activists that

provided the catalyst for the 2014 Umbrella Movement. On August 17, 2017, activists Joshua

Wong Chi-fung, Alex Chow Yong-kang and Nathan Law Kwun-chung were found guilty of

protest-related crimes17 The activists were jailed for six to eight months. They were also

banned from pursuing public office positions.18 The sentence drew criticism from the Hong

Kong public, in particular the masses of pro-democracy and civil rights activists. According

to Quartz, Wilson Leung, a member of the Progressive Lawyers Group said, “[W]e strongly

disagree with the government treating political problems as ‘law and order’ problems and

focusing on the prosecution of protesters.”19

19 Steger, Isabella. “Hong Kong's Government Finally Managed to Put Democracy Fighter Joshua Wong behind Bars.”
Quartz. Quartz. Accessed June 26, 2022.
https://qz.com/1055810/hong-kongs-government-finally-managed-to-put-democracy-fighter-joshua-wong-behind-bars/.

18 “Political Careers Halted for Jailed Hong Kong Student Leaders.” South China Morning Post, July 20, 2018.
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/2107216/occupy-activists-joshua-wong-and-nathan-law-jailed-hong-
kong.

17 Cheng, Kris. “Hong Kong Occupy Activists Including Joshua Wong Guilty of Unlawful Assembly.” Hong Kong Free
Press HKFP, March 31, 2020.
https://hongkongfp.com/2016/07/21/breaking-hong-kong-occupy-activists-including-joshua-wong-guilty-of-unlawful-assem
bly/.
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Present Situation

Note on present situation for committee:

For our committee, because it is a semi-fictional one, there will be a mix of real-life

and fictional “crisis” updates. We will consider the timeline from the middle of the 2019

protests of the Hong Kong Extradition Bill to the passing of the National Security Law, and

beyond. For the sake of expediency, we will not consider the COVID-19 pandemic and its

effects on the situation in Hong Kong. The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, per

the terms of the Sino-British Joint Declaration, is a part of the People’s Republic of China.

Much of the influence in Hong Kong’s policy comes from Beijing; though the Declaration

affords Hong Kong a different system of life than the rest of Mainland China, the Hong Kong

public is increasingly finding their way of life threatened by Chinese encroachment. The

National Security Law is an example of how China, though fulfilling the terms of the Basic

Law, is forcing its own policies into Hong Kong.

2019 Hong Kong Extradition Bill

The Fugitive Offenders and Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters Bill in 2019

was a bill proposed by the Hong Kong government that would have effectively allowed the

extradition of criminals to Mainland China for prosecution. This bill is an amendment to the

Fugitive Offenders Ordinance.

The chief cause of concern of this bill is that Hong Kong is further opening up itself

to Chinese legal influence. This bill effectively would put Hong Kong residents under the

influence of the broader Chinese legal system as opposed to Hong Kong’s legal system

provisionalized in the Basic Laws and Sino-British Joint Declaration.
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The international community responded to this extradition bill. Shortly after the

issuance of the bill, according to Reuters, “The European Union Office in Chinese-ruled

Hong Kong issued a formal diplomatic “demarche” protest note to Hong Kong’s leader.”20

The United States also weighed in on the bill. Members of the US Congressional-Executive

Commission on China (CECC) wrote to Carrie Lam to request the withdrawal of the bill.

According to Hong Kong Free Press, the letter the members sent stated, “We believe the

proposed legislation would irreparably damage Hong Kong’s cherished autonomy and

protections for human rights by allowing the Chinese government to request extradition of

business persons, journalists, rights advocates, and political activists residing in Hong

Kong.”21

Over the months that followed the bill, protests erupted throughout Hong Kong to

oppose the passing of the bill; the details of the protest will be elaborated below. Lam

promised to withdraw the bill on September4 ; Secretary John Lee announced the formal

withdrawal of the bill on October 23.22

Extradition Bill Protest Demands

During March 2019, protests erupted throughout Hong Kong in response to the

announcement of the Hong Kong Extradition Bill. What first started out as peaceful sit-in

demonstrations in front of government facility evolved into a violent standoff between the

Hong Kong police and the city’s residents. The protesters laid out five demands for the

22 “Hong Kong Extradition Bill Officially Killed, but Move Unlikely to End Unrest.” Reuters, SBS. Accessed July 2, 2022.
https://news.abs-cbn.com/overseas/10/23/19/hong-kong-extradition-bill-officially-killed-but-move-unlikely-to-end-unrest.

21 Chan, Holmes. “More Int'l Criticism of Hong Kong's Controversial Extradition Bill, as Legislature Caves to Gov't
Demands.” Hong Kong Free Press HKFP, March 31, 2020.
https://hongkongfp.com/2019/05/25/intl-criticsm-hong-kongs-controversial-extradition-bill-legislature-caves-govt-demands/.

20 Pomfret, James. “EU Lodges Formal Diplomatic Note against Contentious Hong Kong Extradition Bill.” Reuters.
Thomson Reuters, May 24, 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hongkong-extradition-eu-idUSKCN1SU0OS.
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government; the slogan “Five demands, not one less,” was commonly said throughout the

protests. The demands were:

- The full withdrawal of the extradition bill

- Commission of inquiry into alleged police brutality

- Retraction of the classification of protesters as “rioters”

- Amnesty for arrested protesters

- Dual universal suffrage for both Legislative Council and the Chief Executive elections

Unfolding of the Protests

During the period from March to May, several small demonstrations took place

throughout Hong Kong to protest the bill. However, when Secretary John Lee announced the

resumption of the reading of the Bill mid-June, the group Civil Human Rights Front (CHRF)

launched a protest in early June with over 1 million residents in attendance.23 The protests

successfully halted the reading of the bill and protesters subsequently surrounded the

Legislative Council complex before the second reading. On 15 June, Lam suspended the bill

but did not withdraw it. This announcement did not alleviate the protests; in fact, it

exacerbated them.

At the beginning of July 2019, the protests escalated as several protesters stormed into

the Legislative Council building;24 the protesters were angered by the increasing number of

protester fatalities ever since Marco Leung Ling-kit’s death. Leung slipped on scaffolding

and fell while protesting claims of police brutality.25 After the storming of the Legislative

25 Grundy, Tom. “Man Protesting Hong Kong's Extradition Law Dies after Falling from Mall in Admiralty.” Hong Kong Free
Press HKFP, March 31, 2020.
https://hongkongfp.com/2019/06/15/man-protesting-hong-kongs-extradition-law-unconscious-jumping-mall-admiralty/.

24 Ruwitch, John, and Jessie Pang. “Hong Kong Police Fire Tear Gas in Running Battles after Protesters Trash Legislature.”
Reuters. Thomson Reuters, June 30, 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hongkong-extradition-idUSKCN1TV0YE.

23 Hillary Leung. “Hong Kong Leader Defends Extradition Bill after Mass Protest.” Time. Time, April 30, 2021.
https://time.com/5603754/hong-kong-carrie-lam-china-extradition-bill-more-protests/.
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Council, CHRF held several more protests. On 21 July, the group stormed to the Liaison

Office in Sai Ying Pun and vandalized the Chinese emblem. Triad members were also spotted

on Hong Kong island during police-protester standoffs; they also attacked protesters inside

Yuen Long station without police intervention.26 At this point, the police were re-accused of

colluding with the triad gangs to quell the protests.

Late August, thousands of protesters took over Hong Kong island to protest the arrest

of pro-democracy activists and lawmakers. It was reported that the Special Tactical Squad

took over Prince Edward Station and attacked commuters inside.27 In early September, Carrie

Lam announced the formal withdrawal of the extradition bill in October. The protesters

continued to pursue the remaining the Five Demands.

In October, the 70th Anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China

intensified protests. The month was filled with citywide violent protests that resulted in the

27 Amnesty International. “Rampaging Hong Kong Police Must Be Investigated.” Amnesty International, August 17, 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/09/hong-kong-rampaging-police-protest/.

26 The Standard. “Junius Ho Accused of Supporting Yuen Long Mob.” The Standard. Accessed July 2, 2022.
https://www.thestandard.com.hk/breaking-news/section/3/131702/Junius-Ho-accused-of-supporting-Yuen-Long-mob.
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halting of all businesses and commute throughout the city. In early November, Alex Chow

Tsz-lok, a student at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, was found

unconscious after a police standoff; he then subsequently passed away.28 Protesters in Hong

Kong blamed the police for his death and embarked on a city-wide strike in the following

days after his death. There were several reports of police using guns and firearms to suppress

protests. Several innocent protesters were wounded from live rounds fired from police

weapons. Later in November, the Hong Kong police intensified their tactics and employed

the use of tear gas, grenades, and rubber bullets.

2019 Hong Kong Elections

Late November 2019, the District Council elections took place. The District Council

elections were essentially a series of elections that would determine the constituency

composition of the government. This election, for rather obvious reasons, attracted a high

voter turnout in Hong Kong. The election resulted in major gains for pro-Democracy

candidates; rather obviously, pro-Chinese candidates were defeated by a substantial margin.29

Though an encouraging result for protesters, CHRF maintained marches and protests to apply

pressure on the government into December.  Though, in real life, the protests were largely

halted in 2020 due to the pandemic, the background guide’s information on the protests will

stop at the end of 2019.

29 Bradsher, Keith, Austin Ramzy, and Tiffany May. “Hong Kong Election Results Give Democracy Backers Big Win.” The
New York Times. The New York Times, November 24, 2019.
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/24/world/asia/hong-kong-election-results.html.

28 “Student Who Suffered Brain Injury in Car Park Fall Has Died.” South China Morning Post, November 9, 2019.
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3036833/hong-kong-student-who-suffered-severe-brain-injury-after.
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2020 Hong Kong National Security Law

On 30 June 2020, the Chinese National People’s Congress passed a bill regarding

national security law for Hong Kong. The bill established four major crimes: secession,

subversion, terrorism, and collusion with foreign organizations.30 Essentially, this meant that

any speech or actions that advocates for Hong Kong’s freedom from China’s control can be

incriminating to the individuals that perform them. This bill was considered an explicit

manifestation of China’s increasing encroachment on the political autonomy guaranteed to

the special administrative region, worrying many Hong Kong residents. According to a BBC

article, many Hong Kong locals thought the bill “strikes at the heart of Hong Kong’s civic

political identity, its success as an international hub. But must of all it strikes at people’s

sense of belonging.”31

As this bill incriminated all forms of open speech that advocated for Hong Kong’s

democracy as well as China’s influence, independent journalists as well as media groups find

themselves in danger of being shut down by the government. Pro-democracy content was

rapidly removed from all social media sites, and independent media groups’ reporting shifted

gear to avoid being incriminated under the new law. According to reporting from Yahoo

News, “Hong Kongers are scrubbing their social media accounts, deleting chat histories and

mugging up on cyber privacy… "We will clear all the messages for your safety," one popular

Telegram group used by pro-democracy protesters wrote. "Please watch out for what you

say."”32 Hong Kong was silenced.

32 “Hong Kongers Scrub Social Media History in Face of Security Law.” Yahoo! News. Yahoo! Accessed July 2, 2022.
https://news.yahoo.com/hong-kongers-scrub-social-media-history-face-security-042646654.html.

31 Tsoi, Grace. “Hong Kong: City of Two Masks Faces a New Crisis.” BBC News. BBC, June 11, 2020.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-53003505.

30 “Hong Kong National Security Law: What Is It and Is It Worrying?” BBC News. BBC, June 28, 2022.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-52765838.
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This security law received outrage from the international community; many countries

have condemned China’s actions. In a press release, the Foreign Secretary of the United

Kingdom Dominic Raab declared this national security law bill a breach of the Sino-British

Joint Declaration. Raab said, “China has once again broken its promises and undermined

Hong Kong’s high degree of autonomy. The UK will stand up for the people of Hong Kong,

and call out violations of their rights and freedoms. With our international partners, we will

hold China to the obligations it freely assumed under international law.”33

The imposition of the National Security Law also prompted many residents to leave.

Among those leaving are families, business professionals, journalists, and pro-democracy

activists. As a result, many countries around the world changed their immigration policies to

accommodate Hong Kong residents. The United Kingdom provided a route for 3 million

Hong Kong residents to become British citizens. Hong Kong residents with British National

Overseas passports and their dependents can apply for visa to allow them refuge, work, and

study in the UK for five years. After the five-year period, they can then apply for a settled

status, and then citizenship.34 Japan has also looked into the prospect of easing its

immigration policy for Hong Kong residents. A group has been formed to also recommend

the Japanese government not extradite offenders of the National Security Law, for they are

considered to fall under Japan’s provisions of its Extradition Act.

34 “Hong Kong: UK Makes Citizenship Offer to Residents.” BBC News. BBC, July 1, 2020.
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-53246899.

33 Foreign Commonwealth & Development Office. “Foreign Secretary Declares Breach of Sino-British Joint Declaration.”
GOV.UK. GOV.UK, November 12, 2020.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-declares-breach-of-sino-british-joint-declaration.
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Issues and Topics to Consider

Apple Daily and Journalistic Freedom

Apple Daily was a pro-democracy, independent newspaper published in Hong Kong.

The newspaper was part of a group called Next Digital, founded by Jimmy Lai. The

newspaper had been the target of boycotts and political pressure because of its anti-Beijing

stance. Hence, as you’ve seen throughout this background guide, Apple Daily is a prime

example of the quelling of independent media in Hong Kong over the past several years.

When the National Security Law bill was passed, Apple Daily was one of the first

independent news media/newspaper sites to be forced to shut down by the Hong Kong

government. On August 10, 2020, Lai was arrested by the police and was accused of one of

the crimes outlined by the National Security Law bill.35 The police then subsequently raided

Apple Daily’s headquarters. The international press community as well as Hong Kong

residents condemned this flagrant act by the Hong Kong government.

Less than a year later, Hong Kong authorities froze the assets of Apple Daily,

rendering the newspaper site unable to pay for its operations. Hence, the newspaper group

ceased operations. The police also detained the chief editor of the newspaper. According to

the BBC, “The Apple Daily management said that "in view of staff members' safety", it had

decided "to cease operation immediately after midnight."”36

Throughout this background guide, several instances have been noted where

journalists’ safety was jeopardized while reporting the Hong Kong protests. Journalists in

Hong Kong have also found it hard to do their jobs because the National Security Bill

outlawed most forms of free speech, especially criticism against the government. Delegates

36 “Apple Daily: Hong Kong pro-Democracy Paper Announces Closure.” BBC News. BBC, June 23, 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-57578926.

35 “Arrest of Hong Kong Tycoon Jimmy Lai Sparks Global Condemnation.” CBCnews. CBC/Radio Canada. Accessed July
7, 2022. https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/1774323267544.
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should consider the importance of independent media in Hong Kong and come up with

solutions for the crackdown on the press culture in Hong Kong in an age of increasing

censorship.

Questions to Consider:

- How can journalists and reporters be better protected physically during on-ground

coverage of the ongoing protests?

- How important is independent media? What role does it play in Hong Kong society?

- With the National Security Law, independent media and journalism are largely

considered to be violations of the laws; is this really the “previous way of life”

mentioned in the Basic Law?

- How can the Hong Kong Government protect journalistic freedom from increasing

press censorship?

- What is considered “secession, subversion, terrorism, and collusion”?

Preservation of the Sino-British Joint Declaration

With the slew of protests and demonstrations initiated by Hong Kong residents in

protest of increasing encroachment from Beijing, delegates must consider how their country

would respond to the situation in Hong Kong through historical and diplomatic lenses. The

preservation of the Sino-British Joint Declaration is one such example. Is the National

Security Law Bill a violation of the way of life outlined in the Sino-British Joint Declaration?

In what other ways is the declaration breached? How does the country’s stance towards China

and, thus, their response, differ from the country’s diplomatic viewpoint of the right way to

resolve an international conflict?
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It is worth noting that since the Joint Declaration is a bilateral treaty and that after the

National Security Law is passed by Beijing, all of the terms of the treaty are fulfilled. Hence,

the United Kingdom no longer has jurisdiction or right of supervision over Hong Kong. The

United Kingdom therefore could not force the withdrawal of the security law but they are still

entitled to demand China’s respect of the Declaration.

Remember that the Sino-British Joint Declaration established the “one country, two

systems” structure for Hong Kong until 2047. Delegates will need to be able to formulate a

response to the demands of the Hong Kong people, respond to the Hong Kong and Chinese

governments, and provide solutions to address the core of the issue in question, while also

bearing in mind their ties to both Hong Kong and China, what will be the consequences if

they adopt a particular stance, as well as the potential international response for their actions.

Questions to Consider:

- Is the National Security Law Bill a violation of the Basic Law?

- Is the way of life in Hong Kong the same “unchanged” way promised to the special

administrative region 25 years ago?

- What is your country’s response to China’s encroaching influence on Hong Kong?

- What does the Hong Kong people want? What does the Chinese government want to

achieve?

- Can you and the delegates in your bloc co-ordinate a joint response to China’s

actions? What will be the potential consequences you might face?
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Police Brutality

Throughout the background guide, numerous instances of police treatment are

described in different protests. However, all of the descriptions show a common trend: as

protests prolong, the approach becomes increasingly violent and aggressive. Tear gas, rubber

bullets, as well as other harmful weapons have been employed by the Hong Kong riot police

in order to contain the protests. There were also accusations that the police were employing

triads (gangs) to disperse protests by attacking peaceful protesters. Delegates need to respond

to the treatment of protesters during these protests, linking it back to the United Nations

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Delegates are also expected to come up with

solutions to tackle police brutality in Hong Kong and suggest ways to de-escalate protests

through nonviolent means.

Questions to Consider:

- What are potential protest de-escalation methods that are non-violent?

- What are the physical effects of current means of protest dispersal methods?

- How can protesters be better protected during a demonstration?

- What are the potential physical risks facing protesters during a demonstration?

- Is the police treatment of the protest violating the right to peaceful assembly and

association with others outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?

- How can police treatment of protests be reformed?

- What are possible humanitarian assistance avenues?
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Economic Impacts

The protests have greatly disrupted Hong Kong businesses and tarnished Hong

Kong’s reputation as an economic powerhouse. During the protests, businesses had to close

their shops and stores for fear that their facilities are at risk of being ransacked and looted.

According to CNN, Hong Kong’s economy “shrank 1.2% [in 2019]... GDP shrank 2.9% in

the fourth quarter alone. The trade spat between Washington and Beijing compounded the

problem, as did concerns about China's economic growth.”37 Also, according to report by

CNBC, the protests in 2019 sent Hong Kong’s economy into recession. Moreover, steep

decline in retail sales was one of the main causes of economic downturn in Hong Kong.38

38 YenNee, Lee. “5 Charts Show How Protests in Hong Kong Have Affected the City's Economy and Stock Market.” CNBC,
December 26, 2019.
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/12/26/hong-kong-protests-impact-on-economy-stock-market-in-five-charts.html.

37 Berlinger, Joshua. “Six Months of Protests Wrecked Hong Kong's Economy. A Virus Scare Is the Last Thing This City
Needs.” CNN. Cable News Network, February 4, 2020.
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/02/03/business/hong-kong-economy-coronavirus-intl-hnk/index.html.
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Delegates should consider how they could address the economic slump in Hong Kong during

the protests and consider solutions that will help with the country’s recovery post-protest.

Questions to Consider:

- What impact did the protests have on Hong Kong’s economy?
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- How can the Hong Kong government temporarily support affected businesses and

companies during this period of time?

- What impact will the protests have on other economic factors like supply chain,

transportation, logistics, etc.? How can the country mitigate the disruption of those

factors?

- After the protests, what does economic recovery look like for Hong Kong?

- How can Hong Kong restore its position as an Asian economic powerhouse

post-protest?

Position Papers

At PEAMUN XIV, we believe that position papers are crucial in encouraging

delegates to have a thorough understanding of their delegation and the topic. In addition, they

will help you think of solutions and possible talking points. We look forward to reading your

one-page, single-spaced, 12pt Times New Roman papers with proper Chicago-styled

footnotes. Please submit papers to nphan@exeter.edu and glarson@exeter.edu by October 30

(one week before our conference).

Feedback from the dais will be available upon request, though the timing of feedback

is at the chair’s discretion due to the potential for the volume of requests to exceed the dais’s

capacity.

Note on Committee Direction

This specialized committee will be a hybrid of a “general assembly” styled committee

and a “crisis” committee. Delegates are expected to write and submit directives throughout

the committee and email it to the chair and vice-chair as soon as they have them available.
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Details such as signatory and sponsor cap as well as other directions will be announced by the

chair.

Within the committee, general assembly Model UN parliamentary procedures will

apply. Delegates may motion for moderated caucuses and unmoderated caucuses; since it is a

hybrid of a “crisis” committee, delegates may also motion for what’s called a Round Robin, a

variation of a moderated caucus where every delegate in the committee gives a speech in

order around the room. The chair dais will assume the role of the Hong Kong government.

Since the Hong Kong government has convened this advisory committee, delegates should

know that the Hong Kong government (the dais) will accept your proposed directives should

they pass. The chair will announce further directions to the committee.

In order to move the committee forward, “crisis” updates will be used. Delegates will

be expected to enter into a period of debate to address the crisis as well as modify/create

directives to address the crisis in question. Delegates are expected to adapt to a crisis without

prior notice from the chair; directives may also be issued in fast succession to mirror the

quick-moving nature of international affairs. The chair and vice-chair will be sure to solicit

feedback from delegates to adjust the pace of the committee throughout the conference.

Throughout the conference, delegates will constantly be receiving new information.

The United States and China will not be delegated; instead, they will be represented by our

staff. They will be applying pressure on the delegates by reminding them of their position

with either the United States or China to ensure that they balance their country’s stance with

their current economic/social/political considerations. Delegates will be tested on working

under political pressure as well as keeping true to their country’s position; remember, the

world is presumptively watching their every move. This committee will involve a lot of

unmoderated-caucus-politics where delegates need to persuade other delegates that may be
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on the fence to adopt their certain stance; be prepared to argue (respectfully), persuade,

compromise, and cooperate outside of a moderated caucus setting.

Further Reading

You can find the full original text of the Sino-British Joint Declaration on the

Question of Hong Kong within the corresponding footnote.39 It is important to have a

fundamental grasp of Hong Kong's history.

You can find the full text of the Hong Kong Basic Laws within the corresponding

footnote.40

You can find the full text of the 2019 Hong Kong Extradition Bill within the

corresponding footnote.41

You can find the full text of the 2020 Hong Kong National Security Law within the

corresponding footnote.42

Throughout the background guide, there are numerous footnotes of articles from sites

such as BBC, Hong Kong Free Press, Reuters, South China Morning Post, etc. To have a

greater understanding of the issues mentioned within the committee, you may find it helpful

to look over some of those articles attached in the footnotes and bibliography.

42 “The Law of the People’s Republic of China on Safeguarding National ...” Accessed July 2, 2022.
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/fwddoc/hk/a406/eng_translation_(a406)_en.pdf.

41 “Hong Kong Government, Extradition Bill, February 2019.” USC US-China Institute, September 6, 2019.
https://china.usc.edu/hong-kong-government-extradition-bill-february-2019.

40 “The Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China.” Accessed June 25,
2022. https://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/103944/126590/F-1433239456/CHN103944.pdf.

39 “Digital Commons - Loyola Marymount University.” Accessed June 25, 2022.
https://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1070&context=ilr.
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Glossary

Special Administrative Region: an area that, geographically, is part of one country but which

has maintained a separate political and economic system from the rest of the country.

Chief Executive: the head of the HKSAR, elected by an Election Committee. They are

responsible for the implementation of the Basic Law, policy, budget, and other duties.

Basic Law: a constitutional document that designates Hong Kong as an autonomous Special

Administrative Region. The principles and way of life in Hong Kong will remain unchanged

for 50 years.

Legislative Council: the law-making body of HKSAR with 90 members. The members create

policies to tackle public issues as well as designate budget, policy, and political appointments.

District Council: the local councils and governments for the 18 different Hong Kong districts.

The Judiciary: an independent court body that ensures Hong Kong’s adherence to the system

of common law.

Universal suffrage: the right of all adult citizens to vote in an election

Hong Kong Federation of Students: a student organization founded by student unions of

several educational institutions in Hong Kong. They enhance the student body’s engagement

in public political, cultural, and societal issues.

Occupy Central with Love and Peace: a civil disobedience campaign that led to the 2014

Hong Kong Umbrella Protests.

Civic Party: a pro-democracy liberal political party in Hong Kong

Civic Passion: a political party and activist group founded in 2012, holding localist views

which opposed Chinese involvement in Hong Kong’s governance.

Démarche: a petition of protest presented through diplomatic channels
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Civic Human Rights Front: an organization, consisting of human rights, democracy, and labor

activists, that advocated for solutions to Hong Kong’s political and societal issues.

Liaison Office: an agency that represents the Mainland Chinese government in Hong Kong.

Triad: a secret society originating in China, typically involved in organized crime.

Telegram: a cloud-based instant messaging service that was popular in Hong Kong.
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