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Letter to the Delegates

Dear Delegates,

We hope this letter finds you well. Our names are Atishay Jain (Chair) and Ashley Jane

(Vice-Chair), and we are beyond excited to welcome you to PEAMUN XIV!

My name is Atishay (he/him) and I am a junior originally from the Princeton area in New

Jersey. This is my third year doing MUN and my second time chairing a committee. Outside of

MUN, I am a mental health advocate interested in neuroscience and medicine and am a part of

the school Jazz Ensemble and various other instrumentalist groups.

My name is Ashley, and I use she/her pronouns. I am a junior from Boston,

Massachusetts, and this is my third year doing MUN. Outside of MUN, I’m a member of

Exeter’s Asian Advisory Board. I am also interested in economics and data analytics, and I am

on New Hampshire DECA’s leadership council. This is my first time chairing a committee.

We will be running a General Assembly committee addressing the issue of human rights

through the lenses of the Turkish/Kurdish conflict. This committee will center discussion around

what human autonomy, political representation, cultural rights, and economic factors entail, if

and how foreign aid should be applied, and international awareness of the conflict. Delegates are

expected to communicate their ideas and the stance of their countries thoughtfully and to

collaborate with each other in forming blocs and drafting resolutions. We expect delegates to

take special care in researching thoroughly and refraining from any hateful and dehumanizing

speech while debating this critical humanitarian issue.

We have compiled information about the topic in the background guide below, and we

encourage you to use the guide to help you begin your research. You will also find a committee
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description with past events and history regarding the conflict, as well as our expectations for

committee direction. The committee will take place during the present day, and we are excited to

hear your unique solutions which should consider the member states involved, with respect to the

current economic state, COVID-19 impact, etc.

Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions, and we look forward to meeting

you soon!

Our Best,

Atishay Jain (ajain1@exeter.edu) and Ashley Jane (ajane@exeter.edu)
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Committee Introduction

This committee is a part of the General Assembly (GA) but, for the purposes of this

conference, does not fall under a specialized GA committee classification––(Disarmament &

International Security (DISEC), Economic & Financial (ECOFIN), Social, Humanitarian &

Cultural, Special Political & Decolonization (SPECPOL), etc.

In GAs, delegates represent member countries of the UN while participating in tangible

discussion and providing a platform for non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and other

international organizations to express recommendations germane to the topic at hand.

We expect each delegate to engage in intensive research about their country’s stance in

order to draft potential solutions for the topic matter and to be prepared for fruitful debate. For

this committee, there are several member states which are listed near the end of this guide.

Delegates should have a good understanding of not only their own delegations, but also other

delegations’ involvement in, and stances on, the conflict.

We encourage you to challenge your ideas and understanding, dig deeper, and, most

importantly, have fun researching. Below, you will find a list of helpful resources which provide

a general overview and history of the Turkish/Kurdish conflict.
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Topic Overview

Topic History

The Kurds are the people originating from Kurdistan, a mountainous region in Western

Asia split between four countries––Turkey, Iraq, Iran, and Syria. 1

While Kurdish people have been granted

some political representation and cultural

recognition in Iran, self-governance in Syria,

and full autonomous status in Iraq, the Kurds

living in Turkey, who form around 18% of the

Turkish population, have experienced the

exact opposite in not being granted

self-determination.

After the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire

at the conclusion of World War I, the Treaty of Sevres (1920) allowed for the Kurds to form an

independent state, Kurdistan, under British control. However, defining the borders of such a

country was difficult, and the idea of a British dominated country unappealing. Thus, the Treaty

of Sevres was ultimately rejected by Turkey and some Kurdish nationalists as well.2 The Treaty

of Lausanne (1923) which replaced the Treaty of Sevres did not recognize the Kurdish people

nor the land of Kurdistan.3

3 Yousif Ismael, “Remembering the Treaty of Lausanne,” Washington Kurdish Institute, August 6, 2019,
https://dckurd.org/2019/08/06/remembering-the-treaty-of-lausanne/.

2 Nick Danforth, “Forget Sykes-Picot. It's the Treaty of Sèvres That Explains the Modern Middle East.,” Foreign
Policy, August 11, 2015,
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/08/10/sykes-picot-treaty-of-sevres-modern-turkey-middle-east-borders-turkey/.

1 U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (University of Texas Libraries, 1992),
https://maps.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/kurdish_lands_92.jpg.

6



Since the formation of the Republic of Turkey in 1923, the Turkish government has

aggressively attempted to maintain an image of a homogenous state.4 In this effort, there have

been reports of the Kurdish people of Turkey being overlooked in regards to human rights and

personal autonomy.5 The Turkish Constitution of 1924 banned the use of the Kurdish language in

public areas. Further, Turkey continued to deny the existence of a Kurdish ethnicity by referring

to the Kurds as “Mountain Turks,” for almost two decades from the 1930s to 40s.

Violence ensued in a process of imposed assimilation, also known as Turkification,

following the passing of the 1934 Resettlement Law or Law Number 2510. This law divided

Turkey into three zones. The third zone, or “regions to be completely evacuated,” consisted

mainly of Kurdish tribes, and over 500,000 Kurds were forcibly resettled in the second zone,

where Turkish culture and mentality was dominant. Additionally, Law 2510 dictated that after

resettlement, Kurds must not make up more than 5% of the local population, diluting Kurdish

culture and identity to the point of erasing it.6

In 1935, the Tunceli Law was passed, allowing the Resettlement Law to be applied to the

Dersim or Tunceli region, heavily populated by Kurdish Alevis. In 1937, the Turkish government

had 25,000 troops stationed in Dersim.7 Incensed by a Turkish government publication regarding

a new law of forcible assimilation, Dersim Kurds decided to send a letter to the military

governor, General Abd Allah Alp Dogan. Kurdish sources claim that the military governor

arrested and executed the members of the delegation presenting the letter. The Kurds responded

by attacking a police convoy and leaving 10 officers and 50 troops dead, and so began the

7 David McDowall, A Modern History of the Kurds (London: I.B. Tauris, 2017), 208.

6 Ceng Sagnic, “Mountain Turks: State ideology and the Kurds in Turkey,” Information, Society and Justice 3, no. 2
(2010): 131.

5 Ibid.

4 Helen Chalin Metz and Library of Congress, Turkey: A Country Study (Washington D.C.: GPO, 1996), 95,
http://countrystudies.us/turkey/.
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Dersim Rebellion, led by religious chieftain Sayyid Riza.8

In July 1937, Riza pleaded the Kurds’ case to the British Foreign Secretary Anthony

Eden, saying, “Three million Kurds demand to live in freedom and peace in their own country.”9

No aid came, and Riza, along with his 16 year-old son, was executed. Still, many Dersim Kurds

remained unshakeable in their resistance through the harsh winter until their ammunition stores

were depleted. The rebellion drew to an end in September 1938, and Turkey won a grim victory

through aerial bombings and poison gas attacks. The Fourth Inspectorate-General’s official

report of the event listed 13,160 civilians as the Kurdish death toll and 11,818 civilians having

been exiled.10 However, Dersim residents and various historians, anthropologists, and authors

have placed an estimate closer to 30,000 to 40,000 Dersim Kurds killed, leading many to refer to

this event as the Dersim Massacre.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and then-Prime Minister issued an apology for

the killing of over 13,000

Dersim Kurds. Erdogan is

the first Turkish leader to

acknowledge the Kurdish

death toll of the event,11

though some Kurds believe

the apology was a strategic

political maneuver against

11 Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks during a meeting in Istanbul, Monday, Sept. 25, 2017 (Pool photo
via AP).

10 "Resmi raporlarda Dersim katliamı: 13 bin kişi öldürüldü", Radikal, November 19, 2009.
9 McDowall, Modern History, 208.

8 Wadie Jwaideh, The Kurdish National Movement: Its Origins and Development (Syracuse: Syracuse University
Press, 2014), 215.
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Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaking during a meeting.

the opposition party, CHP, who was in power at the time of the massacre.

“Dersim is the most tragic event in our recent history. … It is the CHP, which is behind

this bloody disaster, who should face up to this incident," Erdogan said on November 23, 2011.12

Discrepancies between the words of Turkish political leaders and their intentions has

been and continues to be a point of tension between the Kurds and the Republic of Turkey. Since

the 1960 Turkish coup when Kurdish separatism emerged, the movement has gained increasing

prominence over the past decades, leading to the rise of scattered Kurdish insurgent groups.

12 “Turkey PM Erdogan Apologises for 1930s Kurdish Killings,” BBC News (BBC, November 23, 2011),
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-15857429.
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Past Action (1978-2004)

At the heart of the Turkish/Kurdish conflict lies the struggle of insurgent Kurdish groups

against the Republic of Turkey. Since their 1978 formation, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK),

the most prominent rebel group, has led multiple coups against the Turkish government who

continues to ostracize the Kurds. The party’s basis is rooted in its Marxism-Leninism ideology

that sets the goal of establishing Kurdistan as its own independent state.

The Turkish government has also attempted to deny the Kurds existence even in the early

1900s, forbidding Kurdish schools,

publications, and organizations in

1924.13 The Kurds14 have continually

been hit with political and ethnic

oppression by the Turkish government,

and Kurdish representation has been forcibly cut away through violent means. For instance, the

Turkish government took steps to even ban the words: “Kurds,” “Kurdish,” and “Kurdistan,”

making continuous attempts to terminate the ethnic group.15 The Turkish government even took

further steps and passed laws which prohibit the Kurdish language as a whole despite it being the

second most spoken language in the Republic of Turkey after Turkish.16 The Turkish government

instituted this mandate following the 1980 coup from the PKK which will be discussed later in

this section. The PKK has faced countless condemnation including internationally and Kurds

16 Human Rights Watch. https://www.hrw.org/reports/1999/turkey/turkey993-08.htm.
15 Baser, Bahar (2016). Diasporas and Homeland Conflicts: A Comparative Perspective. ISBN 978-1317151296.

14 PKK Flag. https://identityhunters.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/pkk-flag.jpg

13 Kurdish Repression in Turkey.
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/kurdish-repression-turkey.
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across the country have been subject to civilian massacres, suicide bombers, ethnic cleansing,

and even drug trafficking. In fact, the European Court of Human Rights––who is assigned with

determining if human rights’ abuses in countries are outside of the European Convention on

Human Rights––even condemned the Republic of Turkey. According to statistical data from the

court, “2404 cases against Turkey have been finalized with at least one violation judgment.”17

The website also stated that the Republic of Turkey ranked first for the number of human rights

abuse violations made from 1959-2011. This is a direct indication of the atrocities that the Kurds

are facing from the Turkish government. Given all the abuse that the Kurds face, it is important

to analyze past coups and insurgencies which have contributed further to their oppression. The

following section will serve as a timeline of events to provide a better understanding of the past

history leading up to the current day in the conflict. Following the founding of the PKK in 1974

by Abdullah Öcalan,18 they had several congress meetings and continued to gain popularity

amongst the Kurdish people. In 1980, the Republic of Turkey was undergoing a political and

economic recession, making it near impossible to elect the next president for the country. The

country was ripe for a coup d'etat led by Turkish army generals and set up a precedent for the

Kurdish led coup in 1984.

Fast forwarding to August 15, 1984, the first bullet by the PKK was fired on to the

Turkish army. This had marked the official commencement of the insurgency of the PKK against

the Turkish state where several policemen and soldiers were injured and killed. Initially, the

Turkish government did not consider much of the attacks until the raiding of a police station only

18 Abdullah Öcalan picture. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5d/Abdullah_%C3%96calan.png

17 EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS: Turkey Ranks First in Violations in between 1959-2011.” Bianet - Bagimsiz Iletisim Agi,
https://www.bianet.org/english/human-rights/138337-turkey-ranks-first-in-violations-in-between-1959-2011.
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two days later. Currently, many Turkish officials consider the PKK’s 1984 attacks to have had no

regard to the wellbeing of Turkish children, women, infants, etc.19

Following this attack, there were several further unilateral cease-fires, insurgencies, etc.

which occured in between the PKK and Turkish government. The Turkish government slowly

began “re-permitting” aspects of Kurdish life in their legislature, such as lifting the ban of

Kurdish music in 1991.

After the first insurgency in 1984––which lasted until 1993––there have been a total of

three unilateral cease-fires and two additional insurgencies. Though this background guide will

not cover all of these cease-fires and insurgencies in thorough detail, we encourage delegates to

research which of these was relevant for their country and how it thus affected its policies.

Undoubtedly, there has been uprising tensions between both parties which has led the

PKK to be listed as a terrorist organization by the European Parliament and Council of Europe

and many other Western countries. The Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs states, “Since 1984,

indiscriminate violence and terror waged by the PKK have claimed, thousands of lives. Women,

children and the old were not spared. People were murdered before their family members or

kidnapped and summarily executed.”20

Additionally, a first-hand account from Cevher Ciftci, a Turkish citizen who is the current

mayor of Siirt’s Eruh district and witnessed the 1984 PKK attacks himself, said, “Of course,

people didn’t know at the time it was a terrorist attack. Everyone thought it was a fight between

20 MFA - A Report on the PKK and Terrorism. https://irp.fas.org/world/para/docs/mfa-t-pkk.htm.

19 “Turkey: PKK Terrorist Campaign Began 36 Years Ago Today - Anadolu Ajansı.”
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkey/turkey-pkk-terrorist-campaign-began-36-years-ago-today/1943158.
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two families. People only realized it was a terror attack after the terrorists broadcast over

the local mosque

speakers.”21

There have been many

designations of the

PKK as a terrorist

organization to the

extent that when then

Prime Minister Olof

Palmen of Sweden was

assassinated in 1986,

the PKK was  considered a prime target.22 Many states in this committee have listed the PKK as

a terrorist organization in its offical capacity. For instance, even as recently as in 2018, the

United States offered $12 million reward on the capture of three PKK leaders23 and was

addressed as a terrorist organization “plain and simple” by then US Vice-President Joe Biden in

2016.24

Even more recently, there have been several impositions placed by member states on

Kurdish media. For instance, Germany banned Kurdish PKK publishing houses in 2019 as

24 News, VICE. “Joe Biden Says the PKK and the Islamic State Are Equal Threats to Turkey.” Vice, 23 Jan. 2016,
https://www.vice.com/en/article/7xae3y/joe-biden-says-the-pkk-and-the-islamic-state-are-equal-threats-to-turkey.

23 Turkey Hails US Stance on PKK Leaders, Seeks Same in Syria - Europe - Stripes. 8 Nov. 2018,
https://web.archive.org/web/20181108224817/https://www.stripes.com/news/europe/turkey-hails-us-stance-on-pkk-l
eaders-seeks-same-in-syria-1.555631.

22 “Olof Palme Murder: Sweden Believes It Knows Who Killed PM in 1986.” BBC News, 10 June 2020.
www.bbc.com, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52991406; PKK marches.
https://cdni0.trtworld.com/w960/q75/64650_GettyImages541022853_1571220436807.jpg

21 Turkey: PKK Terrorist Campaign Began 36 Years Ago Today.” Anadolu Ajansi.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkey/turkey-pkk-terrorist-campaign-began-36-years-ago-today/1943158.
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Interior Minister Horst Seehofer of the German government stated, “As the PKK is still active

despite being banned in Germany, it is necessary to rein in the PKK and uphold our legal

system,” after they found out the profits of two publishing houses went solely to the PKK.25

On the contrary, many have also associated the PKK with the larger Kurdish population

and do not consider the ethnic group to be a terrorist organization. For instance, the delegation of

Russia has long ignored the Turkish government in their attempts to ban the PKK. Switzerland

has rejected several Turkish attempts to blacklist the PKK,26 and in 2020, the supreme court of

Belgium ruled that the PKK was no longer a terrorist organization.27

Furthermore, several historians and analysts have addressed the Turkish coercion to

blacklist the PKK from various countries and list it as a terrorist organization. Analysts have also

addressed the lack of focus portrayed by the Turkish government for the well-being and

inclusion of Kurdish people in Turkey over the involvement of the PKK.

The various insurgencies, unilateral cease-fires, and conflicts have led to several

countries forming their own stances on the issue, but another main conflict still remains at hand

to be discussed––how to address the rights of Kurds living in Turkey not affiliated with the PKK.

27 Times, The Brussels. “Belgian Government Defies Ruling of Its Supreme Court on PKK.” The Brussels Times,
January 30, 2020, https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/92787/belgian-government-
defies-ruling-of-its-supreme-court-on-pkk/.

26 Www.Tagblatt.Ch – Schlagzeilen. 29 Sept. 2007,
https://web.archive.org/web/20070929131855/http://tagblatt.ch/index.php?artikelxml=jsp&artikel_id=1245738&res
sort=tagblattheute%2Fschlagzeilen.

25 Welle (www.dw.com), Deutsche. “Germany Bans Kurdish PKK Publishing Houses | DW | 12.02.2019.”
DW.COM, https://www.dw.com/en/germany-bans-kurdish-pkk-publishing-houses/a-47473308.
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Human Rights Impacts

As noted above, there is no doubt that the Republic of Turkey has done the bare

minimum for addressing human rights, especially of the Kurds. There have been several adverse

impacts of the conflict on the lives of thousands which is an important sub-section we feel we

need to touch upon.

There have been impacts from both parties. For instance, The Turkish government itself

has been responsible for the deaths of over 3500 civilians between 1987 and 2000.28

Additionally, in 1995, Turkish soldiers would kill Kurds and take pictures of their corpses to

show the media they were “PKK terrorists.”

Turkey’s cruel behavior to the Kurds continues. The Guardian reported in 2013, “The

rape and torture of Kurdish

prisoners in Turkey are

disturbingly commonplace,”29

and there are thousands of

reports of Kurds being sexually

abused and raped by Turkish

officials.

On the Kurdish side as well, a

majority of the human rights’ abuses have been perpetrated by the PKK, which has been

involved in kidnapping, several civilian massacres, suicide bombers, and even drug trafficking.30

30 PKK Raids

29 Duzgun, Meral. “Turkey: A History of Sexual Violence.” The Guardian, 10 June 2013. The Guardian,
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2013/jun/10/turkey-history-sexual-violenc
e.

28 Belge, Ceren (2016). "Civilian victimization and the politics of information in the Kurdish Conflict in Turkey".
World Politics.

15



The leader of the PKK, Öcalan, was  heavily involved in spreading their message and the PKK

had also thought Turkish schools were “emblems of Turkish imperialism.” Additionally, he is

known to have stated, “If attacks on military and police targets could not force the government to

negotiate, then perhaps attacks on civilian targets would.” The PKK has also contributed to

several massacres and some groups even recruited individuals into the PKK by kidnapping them.

Öcalan used his supreme authority to create a sort of dictatorship in which he even ordered the

execution of PKK members. There is no one deciding factor which states who has attributed to

greater human rights abuses as there are still many Kurds who still argue to this day the amount

of oppression they faced by the Turkish government cannot outweigh anything.

https://www.arabnews.com/sites/default/files/styles/n_670_395/public/2020/11/21/2356596-2000198499.jpg?itok=
N65DKVjN.
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Past UN Action

The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has

published multiple press releases, dated since 1999, on the state of human rights in Turkey and

the protection and determination of human rights of minority groups, including the Kurds.

Historically, various NGOs have advocated for Kurdish human rights, such as the right to

self-determination.

On March 26, 1999, Agdas Leyla of the Women's International Democratic Federation

stated that “the most elementary rights of the Kurdish people such as teaching in their own

language and having their own publications were vigorously denied by Turkey,” urging the

Commission to “no longer allow Turkey a privileged status in which it was not subjected to

international criticism.”31 However, no clear action nor sanction was taken against Turkey at the

time.

A decade later, on November 4, 2010, the UN Committee against Torture published a

press release on Turkey’s third periodic report on its “efforts … to give effect to the provisions of

the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or

Punishment.”32 The report noted that “the fight against torture and ill-treatment has been a

priority item on the Government’s agenda, as highlighted by the Government’s adoption of a

policy of ‘zero tolerance for torture.”33

33 Ibid.

32 “Committee against Torture Concludes Review of Turkey,” OHCHR, November 4, 2010,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2010/11/committee-against-torture-concludes-review-turkey.

31 “Commission on Human Rights Carries on with Debate on Right to Self-Determination,” OHCHR, March 26,
1999,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2009/10/commission-human-rights-carries-debate-right-self-determination.
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However, more recently on March 10, 2017, OHCHR released a compiled report of

human rights concerns in Turkey which occurred from July 2015 to December 2016.34 The

Turkish government responded to alleged PKK “terrorist activites” by launching security

operations in over 30 areas of southeast Turkey, which included extended curfews for several

weeks at a time, impeding both the evacuation of internally displaced persons (IDPs) and access

to emergency medical services.35

A similar instance occurred between January and February 2016. In the mainly Kurdish

town of Cizre, Turkish security forces allegedly shelled civilians, including children, who were

trapped in basements for weeks without food, water, medical supplies, or power. Turkish

authorities further refused to investigate the alleged excessive use of force and instead accused

those killed in the shelling of participation in terrorist organizations.36

The report also revealed that at the end of December 2016, over 130 journalists, many

who wrote for Kurdish language newspapers, were detained and awaited trial on mostly

terrorism-related charges.37 Further, many new government protocols target pro-Kurdish

politicians and advocates and those of Kurdish origin. Decree KHK/674 targets and aims to fully

replace Kurdish elected officials. This systematic removal of Kurds from office has correlated

with a negative turn for women’s rights in southeast Turkey, as municipal authorities of Kurdish

37 Ibid.
36 Ibid.

35 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, “Report on the human rights situation in
South-EastTurkey: July 2015 to December 2016,” March 10, 2017,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2017/03/un-report-details-massive-destruction-and-serious-rights-violations-jul
y-2015.

34 Nick Cumming-Bruce, “U.N. Accuses Turkey of Killing Hundreds of Kurds,” The New York Times (The New
York Times, March 10, 2017),
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/10/world/europe/un-turkey-kurds-human-rights-abuses.html.

18



origin had appointed a man and a woman to executive co-positions to promote gender equality

through representation for over a decade, a custom which had been disrupted.38

In order to evaluate the full magnitude and veracity of the human rights violations listed

in the report, OHCHR has repeatedly requested since May 2016 that the Turkish government

allow their human rights officers access to the reported areas in southeast Turkey, with no

response.39 There has been no further action taken against Turkey by the United Nations

specifically for Turkey’s political, cultural, and human rights violations against Kurdish civilians.

39 Ibid.
38 Ibid.
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Notes on Committee Direction

Foremost, we would like to address the sensitivity of this topic and the maturity we

expect all of our delegates to handle it with. This topic is an on-going, controversial debate

through which we believe can stimulate a very fruitful discussion on human rights. The Model

United Nations Practice and Code of Conduct is vital to the flow of this committee, and we ask

that you treat your fellow delegates with empathy, compassion, and respect. Further, please

remember to thoroughly research your country's policies and delve deeper into the topic

background to avoid historical inaccuracies.

When addressing the topics embedded in the Turkish/Kurdish conflict, please consider

the various impacts of the conflict, such as political, economic, etc. We are looking for unique

solutions that are well-researched and abide by current world affairs.

If any delegate at any point feels that their perspectives have been inappropriately

challenged or that they are victims of hateful speech or comments, please communicate your

concerns to the chairs.
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Questions to Consider

1. Should the Kurdistan Workers’ Party’s (PKK) terrorist organization status be endorsed by

this committee?

2. What solutions will protect the basic human rights of all involved in the conflict?

a. How can we address the human rights violations which Turkey has perpetrated

against its Kurdish citizens? And the violations perpetrated by the PKK against

Turkish civilians?

b. How can we prevent future human rights violations on both ends?

c. How can NGOs/other non-profits be implemented to benefit global human rights?

3. Should the Kurds living in Turkey be granted full autonomy? Should they instead be

granted the right to their own independent state: Kurdistan?
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Notes on Position Papers

At PEAMUN XIV, we believe that position papers are crucial in encouraging delegates to

have a thorough understanding of their delegation and the topic. They will also help you think of

solutions and possible talking points. Please submit your one-page, single spaced, 12pt, Times

New Roman papers with proper Chicago footnotes to ajain1@exeter.edu and ajane@exeter.edu

by October 30 (one week before our conference).

Please note that feedback will be provided upon request, though timing of feedback is at

the chair's discretion due to the potential for volume of requests exceeding the dais's capacity.
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Further Reading

We have listed some sources below for a generic view of the background. Feel free to use the

bibliography as well for further reading.

OHCHR reports on Turkey's human rights

Kurdish/Turkish Conflict Timeline

Overview: Kurdish Religious Divergence

Encyclopedia-like Country Study of Turkey
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